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CITIES ARE AT THE FOREFRONT OF THE 
CLIMATE EMERGENCY
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Cities account for up to 

70%
of global emissions and 

home to 

55%
of the global population, 

cities are at the forefront of 

this challenge.

By focusing on actions 

across energy, buildings, 

transport and waste, cities 

could achieve

90%
of emissions reductions 

needed to stay in line with 

the Paris Agreement goals.

Climate action by cities with 

populations over 100,000 

could deliver 

40%
of global emissions 

reductions needed to limit 

warming to 

1.5°C

Cities | @CDP



CDP is a global environmental impact non-profit working to secure a thriving 

economy that works for people and planet.
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ABOUT CDP

Information is the fundamental basis for action. We help cities, companies and 

investors to measure, understand and address their environmental impact.

The world’s economy looks to CDP as the gold standard of environmental 

reporting with the most comprehensive dataset on city and corporate action.

We aim to make environmental reporting mainstream and provide detailed 

insights to drive action for a climate safe, water secure, deforestation free world. 

Cities | @CDP



In 2020:

590+ investors with US$110 trillion in assets
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150+ supply chain members with over US$4.3 trillion in purchasing power 

9,000+ companies responded through CDP

800+ cities disclosed environmental information

120+ states and regions measured their environmental impacts

ABOUT CDP

Cities | @CDP



5

FINNISH DISCLOSERS

6 cities

4 regions

Cities | @CDP



INSIGHTS FROM 2020 CITIES DISCLOSURE
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45%
of cities have a city-wide 

emissions reduction target

68%
of cities have taken 

emissions reduction actions

67%
of cities have a city-wide 

inventory

49%
of cities have a climate 

action plan

66% 78%74%68%

100% 100%100%100%



INSIGHTS FROM 2020 CITIES DISCLOSURE
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81%
of cities have taken 

adaptation actions

57%
of cities have a climate 

adaptation plan

89%76%

100%67%



Top 5 
Adaptation actions reported by cities are:

- Flood mapping

- Hazard resistant infrastructure design and construction

- Incorporating climate change into long-term planning documents

- Real time risk monitoring

- Public preparedness (including practice exercises/drills)

Top 5 
- Low or zero carbon energy supply generation

- Energy efficiency / retrofit measures

- Improve fuel economy / reduce CO2 from motorized vehicles

- Improve rail, metro, and tram infrastructure, services and 

operations

- On-site renewable energy generation

INSIGHTS FROM 2020 CITIES DISCLOSURE
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Top 5 
Adaptation actions reported by cities are:

- Flood mapping

- Tree planting and/or creation of green space

- Incorporating climate change into long-term planning documents

- Community engagement/education

- Crisis management including warning and evacuation systems

Top 5 
Mitigation actions reported by cities are:

- Energy efficiency / retrofit measures

- Low or zero carbon energy supply generation

- Improve fuel economy / reduce CO2 from motorized vehicles

- LED / CFL / other luminaire technologies

- On-site renewable energy generation



MORE INSIGHTS
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www.cdp.net/en/cities
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CDP and ICLEI’s Unified Reporting 

System makes for simpler reporting 

and stronger data. We are helping 

cities step up.



Importance of reporting

Measure and monitor 

progress in meeting your 

climate objectives

Show leadership and 

impact that local authorities 

can achieve

Learn about climate actions 

that are working and best 

practice globally and locally

Understand data gaps to 

inform what resources and 

support is needed
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The impact of city data is huge
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UK Local Authorities | @CDP13
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Cities in the beginning of 

the disclosure journey.

RECEIVE PERSONALIZED FEEDBACKS

Snapshot reports allow cities to compare themselves to regional average

City name

Your 

city

Your city

Cities | @CDP



CDP 2020 A LIST
88 cities made the 2020 A list, leading on climate 
action and disclosure.

UK Local Authorities | @CDP15 UK Local Authorities | @CDPCities | @CDP



Free and easy to report 
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Free and voluntary 

to report

No prescribed 

methodology

Available in seven 

different languages

Guidance provided 

throughout

Cities | @CDP



Cities 2021 Questionnaire topics 

Climate 
hazards

Adaptation

Governance 
and data 

management
Transport

Buildings

Emissions 
reduction

City-wide 
emissions

Urban 
planning

Food and 
waste

Opportunities

Water 
security

Energy

Cities | @CDP



Cities 2021 Opt-ins

Cities | @CDP



Cities Race to Zero: How to participate?
To sign up: http://www.citiesracetozero.org/
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- We recognize the global climate emergency. 

- We are committed to keeping global heating below 

the 1.5°C goal of the Paris Agreement.

- We are committed to putting inclusive climate action 

at the center of all urban decision-making, to create 

thriving and equitable communities for everyone. 

- We invite our partners – political leaders, CEOs, 

trade unions, investors, and civil society – to join us in 

recognizing the global climate emergency and help us 

deliver on science-based action to overcome it.

1
Endorse the following principles:

2
Pledge to reach net-zero in 

the 2040s or by mid-century at 

the latest and limit warming to 

1.5°C.

3 
Plan to set an interim 2030 

target consistent with a fair 

share of 50% global emission 

reductions.

4
Proceed to planning at least 

one inclusive climate action, 

e.g. Procure only zero emission 

buses from 2025.

5
Publish your target 

and action to your usual 

reporting platform and report 

progress annually.

CITIES RACE TO ZERO PLEDGE

5 requirements

Cities | @CDP



© holgs

Signatories should report their targets and actions through the 

CDP-ICLEI Unified Reporting System or MyCovenant.

In 2021, cities will report the information they have, even if 

incomplete. By 2022, cities will report confirmed or updated 

targets, and start reporting progress annually.

Cities that have not reported before will be guided through 

this process.

REPORTING FOR 
RACE TO ZERO

Cities | @CDP



How we can support you

Collaborate 

with colleagues

Resources available in 

multiple languages
Direct support from

CDP and ICLEI

Online data 

validationWorking offline

Copy forward

Cities | @CDP



2021 Timelines

March

Submission deadline 

29th July to receive a 

CDP score

MayApril JulyJune

Platform 

opens in April

Scoring 

methodology 

available in April

Webinars through the reporting period

Cities | @CDP



cities@cdp.net

etienne.metais@cdp.net

Thank you!
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