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AGENDA
START 1 3 : 3 0 

Dr. Shipra Narang Suri – Opening words: SDGs and Citis 

Ms. Virve Hokkanen (Ministry of the Environment): National and international SDG work 
– Case Sustainable City Programme 

Ms. Mia Malin (Helsinki city): SDG46 and the power of the cities 

Dr. Ville Taajamaa (city of Espoo): Seven Steps to SDG Sensemaking : Workshop phase 

Ms. Sanna Mari HuikurI (city of Tampere): Conclusions and next steps 

CLOSE 15 : 00

2



Working together towards the 
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How the state can activate and promote 

sustainable urban development?
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• Finnish municipalities have wide range of responsibilities related to environmental and social 

sustainability. Cities play a key role in the sustainable transition. 

• Especially the six largest cities have strengthened their work for sustainable development and have a 

signpost role in the implementation of the SDGs at the local level.

• Finland has succeeded with the UN’s SDG goals. This 

is supported by cooperation between the cities and the 

state as well as active networks between the cities. 

• The state is supporting and promoting sustainable 

urban development through legislation, policy measures, 

funding and partnerships. 

• Partnerships between the state, cities and municipalities 

to solve challenges, develop new solutions, build 

capacities and scale up good solutions.  



The Sustainable City programme (2019-2023)

Management 
of 

sustainability

Challenge 
clusters

Experiments
and pilots

Scaling up
good

practices
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• A partnership-based approach accelerating and catalyzing the 

sustainable development of cities and municipalities. 

• Themes are carbon reduction, smart solutions, social 

sustainability, healthy living environment. Focuses on finding 

solutions that that cut across these themes. 

• The primary objectives include new practical solutions for 

sustainable urban development and incorporating sustainability 

into the city management. 

• Contributes to the implementation of the goals of the New Urban 

Agenda (NUA), SDGs and Urban Agenda for the EU in Finland.

• Coordinated by the Ministry of the Environment. By June 2022 the 

program has involved appr. 85 municipalities and 70 other actors.



Tools for managing and measuring

sustainability

Accelerating Sustainable Development - Agenda 2030 

Handbook for Municipalities

A wide range of tools to support the utilization of the UN 

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in local cross-

government sustainability management. 

Key indicators for sustainable urban development

The set of 46 key indicators covering 13 aspects of 

sustainability. Based on an extensive review of the 

available indicators, joint workshops involving more than 

60 organisations and scientific analyses of the key 

phenomena and indicators. The proposed indicators will 

be tested in cooperation with cities and municipalities.
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https://kestavakaupunki.fi/en/-/agenda2030-handbook
https://kestavakaupunki.fi/en/-/key-indicators-for-sustainable-urban-development
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SDG46 and the power of the 
cities
Ms. Mia Malin, senior advisor on SDGs, City of Helsinki



The significance of 
cooperation between cities
• Cities need each other to reach their full

potential

• Cities across the globe share some of the

same obstacles, challenges and solutions in 

their work towards reaching the goals of 

Agenda 2030

• Cooperation brings notable benefits to cities
• Sharing good practices

• Learning from other cities’ experiences

• Joining forces for a greater voice and effect on 

the global level
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SDG46
• An SDG network for six largest cities in Finland

• Helsinki, Espoo, Oulu, Tampere, Turku, Vantaa

• Facilitated by the Association of Finnish Local and Regional Authorities

• In close cooperation with the Finnish SDG ecosystem

• Promotes the national and international influence of the six cities in the context of SDG work and 

cooperation with the regional actors

• E.g. a joint statement with URBACT Global Goals for Cities and Nordregio

• ”Call to the Eurocities on Strengthening Cooperation and Cocreation with European cities 

in the Context of Sustainable Development Goals and Voluntary Local Reviews” 

• released in Eurocities AGM Espoo, June 8th 2022 

• Developing the strategic steering of the SDGs on local level

• Mainstreaming the SDGs

• Localization and implementation
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Mutual goals and diversified
perspectives

• In city networks there are always both shared interests and 

different perspectives on SDG work

• No one model fits all, yet no one is left behind

• There is a need for tangible, taylormade solutions

• The best fit for each unique city

• Acknowledging their local strengths and challenges

• The key to success

• Identifying each cities’ flavour and taste

• Finding the balance between the theory and practice
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SDGs in Action –
concrete deeds by SDG46
• Cocreation

• SDG Sensemaking Tool

• Helsinki SDG Canvas

• Discussing sets of indicators

• Developing the city organisations and governing

bodies together

• Representing the network as a team

• Joint communication

• Sharing and spreading good practices
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Strategic SDG Sensemaking..
..from cities to cities

Dr. Ville Taajamaa, UN Agenda 2030 work, City of Espoo ville.taajamaa@espoo.fi
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Life after VLR – 7 Steps to SDG Sensemaking

Developed in cities, by cities, for cities
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7STEPS = unique outcome & localised SDGs for each city 

WHILE being

transparent, scalable and adaptive sensemaking
process for all cities
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https://www.mdpi.com/2076-3387/12/1/33



Phenomena driven and city (context) sensitive







Reflections, discussion
Closing remarks

SDG46

https://www.localfinland.fi/network-strategic-

management-sdgs-cities

Sustainable cities:

www.kestavakaupunki.fi/en

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.kestavakaupunki.fi%2Fen&data=05%7C01%7CMia.Malin%40hel.fi%7Cb9f2a182a3374a1b2e8b08da55049671%7C3feb6bc1d7224726966c5b58b64df752%7C1%7C0%7C637915775429197633%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BkDN0WoCxovNf%2FRqOlyfRpjhy7zBG%2F09%2FJU%2BJh7%2FUlI%3D&reserved=0

